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1953 


MR. AND MRS. EMIL KVARNBERG 
BUFORD 


af 
OR 36 years as a family unit, the Emil Kvarnbergs of Burford have steadily 
increased the productivity of their land, the quality of their stock and their 
success as good neighbors. It has been these efforts which have earned the 
Kvarnbergs the award of 1953 Master Farm Family for West Central Alberta. 
After emigrating from Sweden in 1905, Emil Kvarnberg made a 
modest beginning on the homestead of his father. In 1912 he purchased 
his own quarter section of land and slowly built up his modern farm of today. 


The Kvarnberg family consists of Mr. and Mrs. Kvarnberg and three 
children. LeRoy, the eldest, is married and has his own farm near Warburg. 
Ernest, 34, also is married and works the farm with his father. The youngest, 
Verna, lives in Edmonton where she is employed as a photographer. 

Until 1951, the Kvarnbergs did all their farming on one quarter 
section. Since then, Ernest has rented a quarter and worked that along with 
the home farm. Their principal crops are barley, oats, flax and clover. As 
mixed farmers, they keep pure-bred Holstein cattle, Yorkshire pigs, and 950 
Light Sussex R:O.P. (sired) chickens. 


The farm is situated beside a creek, the banks of which afford good 
pasture for the cattle. The grounds are attractively laid out and a spruce- 
lined drive leads up to the main house. There are two houses on the farm — 
one built in 1934 which is occupied by Ernest and his family, and a new 
neat bungalow occupied by Mr. and Mrs. Kvarnberg. 


The farmstead and fields are protected from wind and erosion by 
shelterbelts of trees, most of them being natural growth; others have been 
planted. 

The Kvarnbergs play an active part in community affairs. Emil 
Kvarnberg is a member of the Buford Community Association, Calmar Mutual 
Telephone Company and Glen Park Chapter of the V.A.S.A. Lodge. Mrs. 
Kvarnberg is chaplain of the same lodge, a member of the community asso- 
ciation, and the Willow Creek Women's Association. 


LET US NEVER FORGET THAT THE CULTIVATION OF THE 


EARTH IS THE MOST IMPORTANT LABOUR OF MAN. 
—DANIEL WEBSTER 


te 
Carats FARM” is the home of Howard Hymas of Rosebud, 1953 
Master Farm Family for Southern Alberta. 


When Mr. Hymas began farming in 1928, he and his brother had 
taken over a $55,000 debt from their father. Today, the Howard Hymas 
family is free of debt, and has one of the finest homes in the district. 


There are four members in the family, Mr. and Mrs. Hymas, Alison, 
22, and Robert, 20. Alison is taking her fourth year of interior design at 
the University of Manitoba, while Robert is an agriculture student at the 


University of Alberta. 


Mr. Hymas practices diversified farming. At the present time he 
has 1,300 acres of his 1,503-acre farm under cultivation, and livestock includes 
90 purebred and six grade Shorthorns and 275 Yorkshire hogs. Modern 
farming practices, strip farming, the use of new chemicals and anti-biotics 
for the livestock have helped to make him one of the most successful farmers 


in the district. 


The Hymas home is the type which would delight any rural or urban 
housewife. It is equipped with the latest electrical appliances and allows 


Mrs. Hymas to devote much of her time to gardening and sewing. 


Both Mr. and Mrs. Hymas are active in com- 
munity work. At the present time, Mr. Hymas is a 
member of the Seven Creek Water Users Association, the 
Rosebud Rural Electrification Co-operative Association, 
Southern Alberta Shorthorn Breeders’ Club, Rosebud 
Community Hall Association, Drumheller Agricultural 
Society, Rosebud Seed Plant, Rosebud-Rockyford Calf 


Club, Calgary Chamber of Commerce, Rosebud Home 


a and School Association, Standard Masonic Lodge, and 
ee f. ‘ the Rosebud United Church. Mrs. Hymas is active in the 
ral ee | Rosebud Home and School Association, Rosebud United 
: RElen Church Women’s Auxiliary, Rosebud Branch of the 
Ae SN eK, Red Cross, and Drumheller Agricultural Society. 
a ~ ad 
MR. AND MRS. HOWARD HYMAS 

ROSEBUD 


WITHOUT FORAGE NO CATTLE; WITHOUT CATTLE 
NO MANURE; WITHOUT MANURE NO _ CROPS. 
—FLEMISH PROVERB 


Cr 
es LESTER V. LOHR family considers farming to be 
a family project. It is this attitude which has made 
“Spruceyvale Home” one of the finest in the Erskine 
district and the Lohrs the 1953 Master Farm Family 


award winners for East Central Alberta. 


Lester Lohr was 12 years old when the family 
moved from South Dakota to Erskine. Ten years later he took up a homestead 
and, after attending Manitoba Agricultural College, came to ‘“Spruceyvale 
Home”. 

The Lohr family consists of Mr. and Mrs. Lohr, a son Lloyd, his wife 


and two daughters. While Mr. Lohr shows more interest in the crops, Lloyd's 
primary concern is the livestock. Both father and son own Yorkshire hogs, 
Percheron horses and Barred Rock chickens, while Lloyd owns the herd of 
purebred Shorthorn cattle. Of the 17 quarter sections farmed by the family, 
Lloyd has six quarters of pastureland in his name. But regardless of owner- 


ship, everybody works for one farm in a simple father-son partnership. 


The Lohr family owns a total of 2,680 acres of land of which about 
1,200 acres are under cultivation. In their crop rotation program, each field 
is summerfallowed, then sown to a crop of wheat or rye, then to oats, and 


finally barley. 


Approaching the Lester Lohr farm, one is first impressed by the fence 
which lines the property. The top of every post is painted white, announcing 
to the passer-by that here is a family which takes pride in its possessions. 
After entering the impressive entrance to the farm, a driveway leads under the 
enormous spruce trees to the front of the house where lawn, flowers and shade 


trees are surrounded by a stone wall. 


Mr. and Mrs. Lohr’s home is stuccoed. Inside, everything is planned 
for efficiency and comfort. The rooms are bright and well planned and 


equipped with all the necessary electrical devices of a modern home. 


AGRICULTURE IS AN ART THAT RENDERS THOSE WHO UNDERSTAND 
IT RICH, BUT LEAVES THOSE WHO DO NOT UNDERSTAND IT, HOW- 


EVER MUCH THEY MAY LABOUR IN IT, TO LIVE IN POVERTY. 
XENOPHON 435 B.C. 
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MR. AND MRS. LESTER LOHR 
ERSKINE 


MR. AND MRS. FRANK JA 
KEG RIVER 


Peace Kiver Kegiou 


get ees who feel that developing a productive farm in the 
wilderness is a hopeless, heart-breaking project can take encouragement from 
the story of Frank Jackson, who farms 640 acres at Keg River Post, 420 miles 
north of Edmonton. 


Isolation, and a short growing season did not discourage Mr. Jackson 
when he settled in the north in 1918. Now, 36 years later, his success and the 
achievements of his family have been recognized by their being chosen as 
1953 Master Farm Family for the Peace River District. 


Mr. Jackson is a general farmer, with grain as his major crop but with 
a livestock and poultry sideline which gives his farm operations the flexi- 
bility to meet sudden market changes. His cropping program is based on a 
four-year sequence — two successive years of wheat, a year in oats and 
a year in barley. After two cycles, he seeds down the land in forage crops 
for three years, then breaks the land and repeats the sequence. 


Every building on the farm has been built by Mr. Jackson. All are 
made of logs except a new barn which was built to replace the old one de- 
stroyed by fire. The two-story house looks so modern from the exterior and 

interior that it is hard to believe that it is built around 
a pair of historic log buildings. 


Mrs. Jackson is no less remarkable than her 
husband. Better known in the north as Dr. Mary 
Percy Jackson, she came to the Battle River country 
eve in June, 1929, a graduate in medicine from Birmingham 

University. Since her marriage in 1931, Dr. Jackson has 

continued her practice as a service to the community. In 
| a tiny but well-equipped dispensary in the basement of 

her home, she looks after the health of the community. 


Besides the house work and cooking, Dr. Jackson 
helps her son John, 19, with the gardening, the bee 
colony, and the flock of ducks. Others in the family 


; iu include Louis, who homesteads near Indian Cabin; Mrs. 
(ee John Vox (Ann) who lives nearby; Arthur, who has a 
- dairy farm in Aldergrove, B.C., and Frank, an oil-field 


CKSON 


driller. 


THE GREATEST CHALLENGE OF OUR TIME IS TO 
STIMULATE THE NATURAL AFFINITY WHICH HAS 
ALWAYS EXISTED BETWEEN MAN AND THE SOIL. 

—O. S. LONGMAN 


oy ODERN crop rotation and livestock breeding 
practices have made the Blue Hill Ranch one of the finest 
mixed farms in the St. Paul area. This is the home of 
the Ernest Belzil family, which was selected as the 1953 
Master Farm Family for Northern Alberta. 


The Blue Hill Ranch comprises five quarter sec- 
tions of land in a rich mixed farming area. Of this, the 
Belzils have about 700 acres sown to wheat, oats, barley and forage crops. 
In addition, they have a purebred herd of about 75 Herefords which is being 
raised to top standards through a long range breeding program. 


Mr. Belzil is in equal partnership with his son Fernand, 30, who 
resides in a separate home on the farmstead. Other children in the family 
include Euclid, 37, who is the assistant secretary of St. Paul municipality; 
Aline, 38, now Mrs. J. O'Driscoll; the twins, Cecile (Mrs. Roy Macksymiuk) 
and Blanche (Mrs. Nick Gardy), 32; Mae, 27, and an adopted son, George 
Beaudin, 18, who is attending school. 


The Belzils have found one of the best aids to successful farming 
is a definite plan for the future. With the assistance of the district agricul- 
turist in St. Paul, they have formulated a ten-year cropping program and 
improvement campaign. Mr. Belzil also is carrying out a long range program 
for improving his cattle. 


The rambling frame house of the Belzils was constructed soon after 
Mr. Belzil was married. A short distance north of the house is the smaller 
home of Fernand and his family. The Belzil farmstead is well laid out for 
convenience and appearance. The cattle barn and corrals are located north of 
the farmyard, the shops, garages and storage sheds to the east, and the 
bunkhouse to the south. A short distance from the storage sheds are the 


pig pens where about 85 Yorkshire hogs are raised. 


GRASS IS THE FORGIVENESS OF 
NATURE—HER CONSTANT BENEDICTION. 


MR. AND MRS. ERNEST BELZIL 
ST. PAUL 
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THE BELZIL FARM 


AND BEHOLD A SOWER WENT FORTH TO SOW. 
—MATTHEW 13:3. 


MASTER FARM FAMILIES 


1949 


@ 2G. DUSSEAULT FAMILY - .....-2...__...._.- VIMY 
MaWalsEDGAR FAMILY <... 222.2.) ot INNISFAIL 
@ Ll. R\ JENSEN FAMILY = MAGRATH 
@ J.E. MELENKA FAMILY = WARWICK 
@ JOSEPH PAQUETTE FAMILY === DONNELLY 
1950 
@ EMILE CAMMAERT FAMILY ss ROCKYFORD 
@ CHARLES KALLAL FAMILY ===” TOFIELD 
@ ROY BALLHORN FAMILY === WETASKIWIN 
@ E.S. PARSON FAMILY == ______ BOYLE 
@ FRED LABRECQUE FAMILY sss __ SPIRIT RIVER 
1951 
@ J.G. POROZNI FAMILY == WILLINGDON 
@ J. W. HOSFORD FAMILY ss S. EDMONTON 
@ FLOYD GILKYSON FAMILY = LA GLACE 
@ VICTOR WATSON FAMILY == __ AIRDRIE 
1952 
@ JESSE COLE FAMILY _________________-_---_--- CLIVE 
@ JOHN LAMBERT FAMILY == MANNING 
Bre ORSLEWIS FAMILY... 2a, STONY PLAIN 
@ J. H. SCHMALTZ FAMILY === BEISEKER 


BLIOHN OKRYPITSKY FAMILY 2... -.c 222. MUNDARE 


THE MASTER FARM FAMILY 
PROGRAM WAS GEES Eee si 
ALBERTA, ON 2 EBRUAT Y see o42) 


IT [Se A POULIC Ve Oia ae 
ALBERTA GOVERNMENT WHICH 
SEFKS TO SELECT AND HONOR 
FARM FAMILIES WHO HAVE MADE 
AN OUTSTANDING SUG@Es==som 
FARMING, HOME -MAKING AND 
CITIZENSHIP. 


ee 


